
HARRISON COUNTY TOURISM COMMISSION 
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

 MAY 18, 2010 
 

The Harrison County Tourism Commission met Tuesday, May 18, 2010 at 1:30 p.m., at its office located at  
2350 Beach Blvd, Ste A, Biloxi, MS 39531. 
 
Commissioners Present: Kenneth Montana, president; Rip Daniels, vice president; Drew Allen, treasurer; 
Beverly Martin, secretary; Judge Danny Guice; Jon Lucas; Wilma Rizzardi; Greg Van Stone; Bill Holmes, ex-
officio 
 
HCTC Staff Members Present: Richard Forester, executive director via internet Skype live video; Crystal 
Johnson, director, sales; Janice Jones, public relations manager, marketing; Traci Dauro, executive assistant; 
Sharon McDonald, director of finance 
  
Others Present: Hugh Keating, legal counsel; Laura Hasty, Andy Hurt, Meredith Chase, the Big Three; Linda 
Hornsby, MS Hotel & Lodging Assn; Marty Sutherland, Compass Marketing; Danny Ehrat; Bridgette Varone, 
MS Hospitality & Rest Assn; Kevin Drum, MS Gulf Coast Golf Assn; Tom Becker, MS Charter Assn; Ali Bass, 
Lou Ann Papas, Grand Casino; Scott DeLano, MS House of Representatives 
 
 Commissioner Montana called the meeting to order. 

 
 Commissioner Rizzardi made the motion to accept the agenda as presented. Seconded by 
Commissioner Guice, the president called the question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 
 
 Commissioner Montana read the following statement: 
 I wish to express my sincere appreciation to my fellow commissioners, the Big 3 and the HCTC Staff.  
Our resolution requesting British Petroleumôs immediate funding of our Marketing Campaign to help our 
Tourism Industry created a wave of support.  BP responded in less than a weekôs time.  Your efforts will result 
in many of our men and women of our Tourism Industry being able to provide for their families this year. 
 
 I, additionally wish to thank our Harrison County Board of Supervisors for their trust and confidence in 
us to take the lead role of getting our: We Are Open for Businessò message out.  Also, our Coast Legislative 
Delegation has been working tirelessly with the other members of state government to make them aware of the 
monumental task before us.  Their support and request for us to have an active ñSeat at the Tableò in 
determining our own Marketing Message has been far beyond any words of appreciation I can express. 
 
 Next, I want to assure our Hancock and Jackson County neighbors that we, as the Harrison County 
Tourism Commission will actively market the Mississippi Gulf Coast as One.  I promise that you are a member 
of our Tourism Family.  We will stand together in our efforts to save the MS Coast Tourism Industry. 
 

Finally, I thank BP and Margaret Laney, our MS Liaison.  She took our message to heart and helped 
state our case to the upper levels of BP.  I only hope that now BP will honor their commitments. 
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         President     Vice President           Treasurer          Secretary         Legal Counsel        Executive Director      
 
      Danny Guice                 Jon Lucas               Wilma Rizzardi                 Bill Holmes    
              Commissioner             Commissioner             Commissioner                   Ex-Officio 
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I am very proud and honored to serve with all of you.  Kenneth Montana, president, Harrison County 
Tourism Commission. 
 
 Commissioner Martin made the motion acknowledging and accepting the statement read by 
Commissioner Montana as part of the public record and included in the official minutes of this Commission.  
Seconded by Commissioner Daniels, the president called the question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 
 
Public 
 Linda Hornsby, MS Hotel & Lodging Assn, reported on the March hotel occupancy, rav par is higher, 
waiting on the new government per diem rate to be issued.  Gas Up & Get Away campaign has yielded 27 
reservations, Memorial weekend was very good, and a lot of hotels rooms were booked.   

 
 Kevin Drum, MS Gulf Coast Golf Assn, reported that bookings as of April 20, 2010 were down 20% as 
compared to last yearôs figures. Has had to cancel some print advertising and going to online advertising. 
 
 Scott Delano, House of Representatives, we are going to do everything to help, and if any money comes 
to the State it will be directed to the three coastal counties to promote our core tourism product. Entire 
delegation is fighting to promote the coastal counties. 
 
Minutes 
 Commissioner Martin made a motion to accept the minutes from the March 16, 2010 meeting as 
presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Rizzardi, the president called the question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 
 
 
 Commissioner Martin made a motion to accept the minutes from the April 14, 2010 meeting as 
presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Lucas, the president called the question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 
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 Commissioner Guice made a motion to accept the minutes from the May 12, 2010 meeting as 
presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Van Stone, the president called the question, with the following 
results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 
 
 
Treasurerôs Report  

Commissioner Allen reported the May 18, 2010, disbursements as follows:  check disbursements for 
05/18/10--$269,864.72; total travel advance/reimbursements for April 2010 -- $5,181.80; grand total 
disbursements--$275,046.52.  Commissioner Allen moved these disbursements be approved. Seconded by 
Commissioner Martin, the president called the question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 
 
 
 Commissioner Allen presented the March 2010, financial statements, reporting total assets of 
$3,129,037.35; total liabilities $100,620.98; total fund balance $3,028,416.37; total liabilities & fund balance 
$3,129,037.35; current revenue $156,920.01; current expenditures $270,151.21; for a net loss of 
($113,231.20). Commissioner Allen moved these financial statements be approved. Seconded by 
Commissioner Van Stone, the president called the question with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 
 
 
 Commissioner Allen reported on the revenue received from World Choice Travel commission revenue for 
April 19, 2010 in the amount of $129.82 year to date today $1,343.24. 
 
  Commissioner Allen reported on the room tax receipts. Fiscal year comparison of hotel sales tax 
collections for May 17, 2010 ï actual 3% collection was $305,047.73. with HCTCôs 2.25% share being 
$228,785.80 for a 1.54% change in total collection, and total loss of -5.84% year to year change, reflecting just 
this monthôs collections.   
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Old Business 
Commissioner Allen made the motion to authorize the Commission President to execute the contract 

with Saucierôs Janitorial Service for a one year period in the amount of $1,280 per month as the best bid 
received for Janitorial Services.  Seconded by Commissioner Rizzardi, the president called the question, with 
the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 

 
 New Business 
 Captain Tom Becker appeared before the Commissioner to express the Charter Boat Assn willingness 
to work with the Commission and provide us with the associations proprietary email list as long as it is not used 
for any other purpose other than promoting the Gulf Coast. 
 

Commissioner Guice made the motion to accept the proprietary email list from the MS Charter Boats 
Assn, to be used strictly by the Commission in its efforts to promote the association in conjunction with the 
Commissionôs overall advertising campaign.  Seconded by Commissioner Daniels, the president called the 
question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 

 
 Kevin Drum, MS Gulf Coast Golf Assn, made the same request from the Commission as the Charter 
Boat Assn. 
 
 Commissioner Martin made the motion to accept the proprietary email list from the MS Gulf Coast Golf 
Assn, to be used strictly by the Commission in its efforts to promote the association in conjunction with the 
Commissionôs overall advertising campaign.  Seconded by Commissioner Van Stone, the president called the 
question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 
 
 
Legal Counsel Report  

Mr. Keating drew up the contract for Janitorial Services, and has worked on the oil spill. 
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HCTC Reports 
Commissioner Van Stone reported on the Sponsorship, Grants & Marketing Assistance Committee 

meeting held May 12th, with the following recommendations: 
 

Commissioner Van Stone made the motion to approve the request for sponsorship from the MS Gulf 
Coast Sports Commission for the upcoming State Tennis Championship being held on the coast June 10 ï 13, 
2010 at Bayou Bluff, Biloxi Sportsplex, Treasure Oaks and the Singing River Yacht Club for a Venue 
Sponsorship in the amount of $750.  Seconded by Commissioner Martin, the president called the question, 
with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Daniels  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Van Stone  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the Commission, 
the president declared the motion adopted May 18, 2010. 

 
Bill Holmes reported on the following items: 

 BP has held Hazardous material training in the arena 

  parking lots are being repaved, and signs will be put out shortly 

 Upcoming events -  Gulf Coast Fair will run for 10 days 
 

Crystal Johnson 
Sales report 
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Janice Jones 
Marketing report 
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