
HARRISON COUNTY TOURISM COMMISSION 
OFFICIAL MINUTES 
AUGUST 16, 2011 

 
The Harrison County Tourism Commission met Tuesday, August 16, 2011 at 1:30 p.m., at its 
office located at 2350 Beach Blvd, Suite A, Biloxi, MS 39531. 
 
Commissioners Present: Rip Daniels, vice president; Drew Allen, treasurer; John Carter; Judge 
Danny Guice; Danny Hansen; Jon Lucas; Wilma Rizzardi; Bill Holmes, ex-officio 
 
Commissioners absent:  Kenneth Montana, president; Beverly Martin, secretary  
 
HCTC Staff Members Present: Beth Carriere, executive director; Traci Dauro, executive 
assistant; Janice Jones, marketing department 
 
Others Present: Hugh Keating, legal counsel; Laura Hasty, Reed Guice, Meredith Chase and 
Andy Hurt, the Big Three; Linda Hornsby, MS Hotel & Lodging Assn; Bob Bennett, Edgewater 
Inn; Marty Sutherland, Compass Marketing; Bridgette Varone, MS Hospitality & Rest Assn; Jana 
Gonzalez, Courtyard Marriott, DôIberville; Mary Perez, Sun Herald; Kit Musgrove; Scott Ratcliff, 
MS Sports Commission 
 
 Commissioner Daniels called the meeting to order. 

 
Commissioner Guice made the motion to accept the agenda as presented. 

Seconded by Commissioner Rizzardi, the vice president called the question, with the 
following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 
Public 

Linda Hornsby, MS Hotel & Lodging Assn, reported on proposed bookings for Cruisinô 
the Coast and the Goldwing's Assn for next year. 
 
Bob Bennett, Edgewater Inn, discussed the online booking tax fees and the weekend business 
has slowed down. 
 
Commissioner Daniels reported on the DMO progress since Clay Wagner was absent. The 
Partnership as sent out an RFQ seeking quotes for qualification for a marketing firm.   
 
Minutes  

Commissioner Hansen made a motion to accept the minutes from the June 21, 2011 
meeting as presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Allen, the vice president called the 
question, with the following results: 
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Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
  

Commissioner Hansen made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 13, 2011 
meeting as presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Allen, the vice president called the 
question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 

Commissioner Hansen made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 19, 2011 
meeting as presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Allen, the vice president called the 
question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 

Commissioner Hansen made a motion to accept the minutes from the July 25, 2011 
meeting as presented.  Seconded by Commissioner Allen, the vice president called the 
question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 
Old Business 
The Big 3 presented the copy of the new sales DVD, which includes food shots, hotel rooms, 
convention center and banquet rooms. 
 



 Commissioner Hansen made the motion to approving changing the September 20, 2011 
scheduled meeting to September 13, 2011 due to the acceptance of the 2011/2011 fiscal year 
budget.  Seconded by Commissioner Allen, the vice president called the question, with the 
following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 
 
 For your information the Nominations Committee will meet within the month to make a 
recommendation to the full Commission at the September 13, 2011 meeting for new officers 
which will take effect October 1, 2011. 
 
New  Business 
 Commissioner Allen made the motion to deny the request from Stacy Baer to donate up 
to $3,000 for a mural inspired by the MS Gulf Coast Honor Flight to be displayed at the 
Gulfport/Biloxi International Airport.  Seconded by Commissioner Lucas, the vice president 
called the question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 
Legal Counsel Report  
Mr. Keating discussed the proposed changes to the title and job description for the Director of 
Sports Sales & Marketing position. 
 
 Commissioner Allen made a motion to Amend the job title and job description for the 
Director of Sports to Director of Sports Sales and Marketing as approved previously July 25, 
2011.  Seconded by Commissioner Hansen, the vice president called the question, with the 
following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 
 Commissioner Allen made the motion to approve the Amended marketing partnership 
Memorandum of Understanding with Hancock County Tourism Development Bureau from one 



year to six months.  Seconded by Commissioner Rizzardi, the vice president called the 
question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 
Treasurerôs Report  

Commissioner Allen reported the August 16, 2011 disbursements as follows:  check 
disbursements for 08/16/11--$183,820.86; total travel advance/reimbursements for July 2011 -- 
$914.08; grand total disbursements--$184,734.94.  Commissioner Allen moved these 
disbursements be approved. Seconded by Commissioner Hansen, the vice president called the 
question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 
 
 Commissioner Allen presented the July 31, 2011, financial statements, reporting total 
assets of $2,347,843.22; total liabilities $100,620.98; total fund balance $2,247,222.24, total 
liabilities & fund balance $2,347,843.22; current revenue $247,181.26; current expenditures 
$456,940.06; for a net loss of ($209,758.80). Commissioner Allen moved these financial 
statements be approved. Seconded by Commissioner Hansen, the president called the question 
with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 
 Commissioner Allen reported on the room tax receipts. Fiscal year comparison of hotel 
sales tax collections for August 16, 2011 ï actual 5% collection was $683,621.00 with HCTCôs 
2.25% share being $307,629.49 for a 4.37% change in total collection, and total income of 
6.11% year to year changes, 
 
 Commissioner Allen made the motion to approve the audit proposal from Culumber, 
Fletcher, Harvey & Associates in the amount of $20,000 as proposed.  Seconded by 
Commissioner Lucas, the vice president called the question, with the following results: 

Commissioner Allen   Voted ----- Yes  



  Commissioner Carter   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Montana  Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Guice   Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Hansen  Voted ----- Yes 
  Commissioner Lucas   Voted ----- Yes  
  Commissioner Martin   Voted ----- Absent & Excused 
  Commissioner Rizzardi  Voted ----- Yes 
 The motion having been duly made, seconded, and a favorable vote received from the 
Commission, the vice president declared the motion adopted August 16, 2011. 
 
HCTC Reports 
Beth Carriere, executive director 

 



Sales department report 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Marketing department report 

 



 



 


